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§ 18.13 Alternate methods or proce-
dures. 

(a) General. The proprietor, on spe-
cific approval by the appropriate ATF 
officer, may use an alternate method 
or procedure in lieu of a method or pro-
cedure specifically prescribed in this 
part. The appropriate ATF officer may 
approve an alternate method or proce-
dure, subject to stated conditions, 
when he finds that: 

(1) Good cause has been shown for the 
use of the alternate method or proce-
dure; 

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure, and affords equivalent security 
to the revenue; and 

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law, and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. 

(b) Application. A proprietor who de-
sires to employ an alternate method or 
procedure shall submit a written appli-
cation to the appropriate ATF officer. 
The application will specifically de-
scribe the proposed alternate method 
or procedure and set forth the reasons 
therefor. Alternate methods or proce-
dures may not be employed until the 
application has been approved by the 
appropriate ATF officer. Authorization 
for any alternate method or procedure 
may be withdrawn whenever in the 
judgment of the appropriate ATF offi-
cer the revenue is jeopardized or the ef-
fective administration of this part is 
hindered by the continuation of the au-
thorization. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0046) 

[T.D. ATF–104, 47 FR 23921, June 2, 1982, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–381, 61 FR 37003, July 
16, 1996; T.D. ATF–436, 66 FR 5471, Jan. 19, 
2001]

§ 18.14 Emergency variations from re-
quirements. 

(a) General. The appropriate ATF offi-
cer may approve emergency variations 
from requirements specified in this 
part, where the appropriate ATF offi-
cer finds that an emergency exists, the 

proposed variations are necessary, and 
the proposed variations: 

(1) Will afford the security and pro-
tection to the revenue intended by the 
prescribed specifications; 

(2) Will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part; and 

(3) Will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law. 
Variations from requirements granted 
under this section are conditioned on 
compliance with the procedures, condi-
tions, and limitations stated in the ap-
proval of the application. Failure to 
comply in good faith with such proce-
dures, conditions and limitations will 
automatically terminate the authority 
for such variations and the proprietor 
thereupon shall fully comply with the 
prescribed requirements of regulations 
from which the variations were author-
ized. Authority for any variation may 
be withdrawn whenever in the judg-
ment of the regional director (compli-
ance) the revenue is jeopardized or the 
effective administration of this part is 
hindered by the continuation of such 
variation. 

(b) Application. A proprietor who de-
sires to employ emergency variations 
shall submit a written application to 
the appropriate ATF officer. The appli-
cation will describe the proposed vari-
ations and set forth the reasons there-
for. Variations will not be employed 
until the application has been ap-
proved, except when an emergency re-
quires immediate action to correct a 
situation that is threatening to life or 
property. Such corrective action may 
then be taken concurrent with the fil-
ing of the application and notification 
of the appropriate ATF officer via tele-
phone. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0046) 

[T.D. ATF–104, 47 FR 23921, June 2, 1982, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–381, 61 FR 37003, July 
16, 1996]

§ 18.15 Right of entry and examina-
tion. 

Appropriate ATF officers may at all 
times, as well by night as by day, enter 
any concentrate plant to make exam-
ination of the materials, equipment, 
and facilities thereon; and make such 
gauges and inventories as they deem 
necessary. Whenever appropriate ATF 
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